LITTLE BADDOW PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 2013
The Annual Assembly was preceded by “Meet the Village” – an exhibition of 15 clubs and associations in the village.  Essex County Council Highways, Chelmsford City Council Planning and the Essex Police were also present to answer questions from residents.
The Annual Assembly of the Parish Council was held in the Memorial Hall on Wednesday April 17, 2013 commencing at 7:30pm.  The following members of the Council were present:-

Chairman:  Mr R Shepherd



Mr R Barrett



Mrs M Buckley






Dr N Cooper



Mr K Ferguson






Mr P Irvine



Mr M Richmond



Mr J Robinson


Mr P Willington



Mr R Upward – Parish Clerk

The Chairman welcomed the Mayor, Councillor Christopher Kingsley, and Mayoress of Chelmsford, the representatives of the 15 clubs and associations in the village, ECC Highways, CCC Planning and Essex Police who were exhibiting in “Meet the Village” and local residents.  The total attendance was around 70 people.

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Ian Wright, Councillor John Galley, Councillor Mike  Wood, Mr & Mrs Atkinson, Mr & Mrs Briggs, Mr & Mrs Coxhead, Mr & Mrs Godden and Mr & Mrs Hazel.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

It was proposed by Councillor Willington and seconded by Councillor Ferguson that the minutes of the last meeting are accepted as a true record of the meeting.  The proposal was carried.
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
2012 was the Queen’ Jubilee year and the Chairman thanked Mr Simon Johnson, his wife and his Committee for organising the events in the village to celebrate this event.  These events were a great success, enjoyed by all and raised £1,800 shared between the Hall extension fund and local charities.
We are developing an aged persons programme and we shall be publishing Councillor Barrett’s recommendations in the near future.  Councillor Buckley is looking at our Youth in the village and will be developing ideas for the Council to consider.
Councillor Ferguson and Pastor Ryan Sirmons from the URC are developing a training program to encourage the elderly to use computers, to be able to send emails and access the internet.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT (cont)
Another set of swings has been installed at the Sports Ground supported by grants from Chelmsford City Council and Elm Green School.

Councillor Shepherd reported that substantial progress had been made in the past year in raising funds for the Hall extension.  Over £11,000 had been received from fund raising events and the Chairman thanked all those involved in organising and supporting these events.  Essex County Council has awarded a grant of £15,000 and the Council is planning to proceed with this work later in the year.

PRESENTATION OF PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS
A preliminary and unaudited set of accounts was available at the meeting showing the Council’s income and expenditure during the 2012-13 (Attached).
CITY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Councillor Shepherd provided a written report (Attached).
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Councillor Peter Martin provided a written report (Attached).
CHARITY REPORT

Mrs Margaret Martin presented the 2012-13 accounts for the Almshouses. 
COMMUNITY AWARDS

The Chairman announced that the Little Baddow WI will be celebrating their 95th anniversary later this year.  The Mayor, Councillor Christopher Kingsley, presented a certificate commemorating this event to Mrs Susan Sparrow, President of Little Baddow WI.
Councillor Ferguson announced that the Council wished to recognise residents that had made significant contributions to the village community and had requested nominations from members of the village.  The Mayor presented certificates to Mrs Margaret Martin, Mrs Elizabeth Willington, Mr Malcolm Breeze and Mr Simon Johnson.  Mrs Vicki Briggs and Mrs Felicity Coxhead also were awarded certificates.
PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION

Councillor Nic Cooper announced that Mrs Karen Latham’s photograph had received most votes and she had been awarded the 2013 Photographic Prize.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Village War Memorial – Dr Mary Klaber, Mrs Chris Day and Mr Alan Ridgway advised that the History Centre and the Family History Group had completed significant research into the number of village residents who had been killed in the two World Wars and that the existing memorials were incomplete.  The History Centre is proposing that the village has its own war memorial which will be unveiled on the centenary of the start of the First World War in August 2014.   They requested the support of the Parish Council.
Power Failures – Sir Alistair Stewart complained about the frequent power cuts experienced in the village in recent weeks and requested that the Council contacted UK Power Networks.

VOTE OF THANKS
The Mayor, Councillor Christopher Kingsley, thanked Councillor Peter Martin for representing the village and the Chelmer Division for 24 years as a County Councillor and acknowledged his  time and dedication over these years, in particular the last three when he has been the Leader of the County Council.  Councillor Martin will not be standing at the forthcoming election and the Mayor wished him a long and happy retirement.

The Chairman thanked the members of the clubs and societies that had supported the “Meet the Village” event and the Little Baddow WI for providing the refreshments.

The Chairman thanked the Mayor for supporting the Parish Assembly and two representatives of the Brownies presented a bouquet of flowers to the Mayoress.

The Meeting closed at 8:05pm and the “Meet the Village” exhibition continued until 8:45pm








Bob Shepherd MBE








Chairman









April, 2014
LITTLE BADDOW PARISH COUNCIL

Preliminary and unaudited accounts for the year ending 31 March 2013

Income:





Expenditure:
Hall



18,734.

Hall

20,678.


Sports



  6,728.

Sports
              7,208.

Other



  1,023.

Public Spaces    2,286.

Precept



37,555.

Grass cutting     1,155.

Hall extension
(fund raising)
11,415.

Hall extension 16,415. (Reserve)








Hall extension
  1,681.








New Swings
  2,689. (Sports Ground)








Grants

  2,289.








Central Exp.
18,054.







Reserves
  3,000.
Total  



75,455.

Total

75,455.

Hall extension – Fund raising efforts raised £11,415 last year.  In addition, the Parish Council has granted £5,000 and Essex County Council has awarded a grant of £15,000.  Total funds available now exceed £32,000.

New swings were installed at the Sports Ground with grants from Chelmsford City Council and Elm Green School.

The Hall income was £1,800 less than the prior year while operating costs have increased.

The Parish Precept is unchanged for the third consecutive year.

Councillor Peter Willington

April 2013
Bob Shepherd MBE

City Councillor Report 2012/2013

City Status-Diamond Jubilee

From the 1st June 2012 we became officially a City and we were delighted HRH The Princess Anne attended a reception at Hylands House on 29th November to mark the granting of our City Status. 

Olympic Events

We were delighted to support the many Olympic events taking place in Chelmsford.

Chelmsford City Council

The composition of the City Council is now as follows:

Conservative

40

Liberal Democrats
16

Labour


1

Town Centre
 Primark has opened drawing many shoppers into Chelmsford though regretfully the current economic position is having its toll on large retail outlets, some of whom have closed their stores.  The Moulsham improvement scheme has made the area more attractive to pedestrians by widening pavements and slowing down traffic. ‘Dukes’ a night club has closed and development plans are being considered for the site. There is a planning application for a new Waitrose Store coming to Chelmsford in Victoria Road (2014-2015). We have agreed in principle to ameliorate the Town Centre and are currently consulting with a number of organisations. Chelmsford has been ranked as England’s ‘best city.’

Civic Centre

We are now refurbishing the Council Chamber and this should be reopened shortly and will offer excellent meeting and conference facilities. 

Recycling

 We have currently arranged for collecting the waste from a property on one day. I am sure that this will be of benefit to all our residents. 

Planning for the Future

Two developers have had their planning applications granted for a large number of houses in accordance with our Development Plans. The first application Channels Golf Club for 650 houses and the seconds large scale application for Countryside Zest 3250 houses plus a new railway station and other infrastructure enhancements. 

Anglia Ruskin University

Further developments of the site have been approved and it is expected that this will result in an additional 12500 jobs within Essex. The Med Tech Campus is predicted to grow the UK medical technology by £ 1.2Billion and is scheduled to be operational by early 2014. 
Defined Settlements 

There are no plans to build any large scale developments within Little Baddow, Danbury or Sandon.
Policy Development Committee

I have been appointed as the Chairman of this Committee which will be looking at the long term development of our City and also examining our Core Strategy to ensure that it conforms to our National Policy Framework. Current consultations are taking place and the proposed changes will be considered by an Independent Planning Inspector.

Gypsy Sites 

Current legislation is being considered and our need to provide a number of sites in the future.

Police Commissioner

This is somewhat a new appointment and I have been appointed to the Essex Police Crime Panel which monitors various aspects of his duties.

Bob Shepherd MBE

City Councillor
Cllr Peter Martin – Parish Report for 2012

April 2013

1. Budget for the Financial Year 2013/14

Essex County Council continues to deliver quality value for money services for its residents while also freezing its share of the council tax for the third successive year.  Essex County Council will: 

· invest almost £18 million in providing additional school places across the county; 

· invest around £65 million in maintaining and enhancing the county’s network of over 8,500 miles of roads and footpaths;

· increase funding for Home to School Transport by £945,000;

· invest £7.7 million to  improve broadband connectivity;

· invest £2 million on providing accommodation for vulnerable people;

· ensure that all library services remain open;

· work with partners to further develop its Early Years Strategy;

· improving schools so that all are classified as at least good by inspectors; 

2.  Transformation/Innovations

We have plans to radically change the way Essex County Council is run and delivers its services in the future. The ambitious proposal is designed to save the authority approximately £200 million a year by 2017.  The plans will build upon the strong foundations laid down by the first phase of Council’s moves to reshape the way it works. This is currently on course to make over £360 million in savings and efficiencies by March 2013. Over the last few years the Council has;

· become the first local authority to commission a Social Impact Bond in children’s services to improve outcomes for young people at risk of going into care.

· delivered over £160 million in procurement savings through renegotiating contracts.

· formed a new partnership with Ringway Jacobs Limited to create the largest integrated highways partnerships in the UK. 
3. Highways
ECC Highways have now filled over 43,000 potholes across the county.  ECC are committed to delivering frontline services and putting our customers first, which is why we have made the significant commitment of investing an additional £11 million into repairing as many potholes as possible in order to improve our road network. An extra £35m will be invested in maintaining our road network over the next 2 years..

Residents can track the progress of Highways problems that they have reported on line, using the reference number provided by the system. They can also view an interactive map to see if a problem has already been reported by someone else. This information can be accessed at :

http://www.essexhighways.org/View-it-track-it-report-it/View-reported-problems.aspx
 

4.  Broadband

The UK Rural Broadband Programme has received State Aid clearance from the EU and the Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) has given Essex the green light to commence procurement which will see the project start work in Summer 2013. The project will be carrying out discussions with parish councils and other stakeholders.

Residents are still encouraged to respond to the broadband survey which can be accessed at the link 

http://surveys.essexinsight.org.uk/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=119. 

I have represented Little Baddow as a Member of the Essex County Council for 24 years.  I have decided not to stand in the elections on 2nd May.  I would like to thank the Parish Council for their support.

.
