LITTLE BADDOW PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 2012
The Annual Assembly of the Parish Council was held in the Memorial Hall on Wednesday March 14, 2012 commencing at 7:30pm.  The following members of the Council were present:-

Chairman:  Mr J Robinson




Mrs M Buckley


Dr N Cooper




Mr K Ferguson


Mr P Irvine



Mr T Thorogood


Mr P Willington



Mr R Upward – Parish Clerk

The Chairman welcomed guests – Dr John Guy, Leader of Essex County Council, Councillor Peter Martin, Borough Councillors Mr Ian Wright and Mr Christopher Kingsley, Councillor Mr David Potter (Woodham Walter PC), the Reverend Chris Poulard, the Reverend Ryan Sirmons, Police Constable Bill Evans, PCSO Sarah Martin and 22 members of the parish.
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mr Bob Shepherd, Mrs Doreen Shepherd, Sir Alastair and Lady Stewart, Mrs Claire Hodgson, Drs Michael and Mary Klaber, Mrs Wendy Godden, Mrs Elisabeth Bourn and Sergeant Perry Land.

PRESENTATION
Dr John Guy gave an interesting and enlightening presentation on the challenges being faced in the reorganization of the NHS.
The meeting closed at 8:10pm for refreshments and reconvened at 8:30pm.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

It was proposed by Mr Simon Johnson and seconded by Dr Brian Luscombe that the minutes of the last meeting are accepted as a true record of the meeting.  The proposal was carried.
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman advised the meeting that Chelmsford had been awarded City status and congratulated the Borough Councillors on the work done to achieve this.  He also advised the meeting that the Borough Council was on the short list for Council of the Year which was being decided this evening and was the reason for Councillor Shepherd’s apologies.
At the election last year, a record number of 13 candidates stood.  The Chairman welcomed the new councilors Dr N Cooper, Mr P Irvine and Mr P Willington.

Following an initiative of the Parish Council, UK Power Networks attended a village meeting to explain the causes of the high number of power outages in the village.  The program of work carried out last summer and autumn has resulted in a huge improvement in the robustness of the power supply with just one short power outage recorded during the winter.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT (cont)

Further improvements to the hall are being planned to add storage room extension at the back of the main hall.  Planning approval has recently been achieved.
New closed notice boards have been installed for official notices which has freed up space on the existing notice boards for residents use.

Public concerns about activities at Hurrell’s Ford must be reported to the Police and an Incident Number obtained.  Action will be taken when sufficient incidents have been reported.

The Chairman announced that this is his last Parish Assembly as Chairman as he will be standing down as Chairman of the Council in May 2012.

PRESENTATION OF PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS
Councillor Willington reported that the year-end data would indicate that the hall revenues and expenditures would be broadly in balance due to higher revenues and lower costs.  Council reserves are robust and the Council had no increased the village precept for 2012-13.
Councillor Ferguson advised that the Memorial Hall Fees would be increasing by approximately 5% from April and that higher increases are planned for non-resident weekend major bookings.

INFORMATION ITEMS
Following the voting during the refreshment interval, Councillor Cooper announced that Alison Harker is the winner of the photographic competition.

Councillor Ferguson advised that the Council would be seeking grants for most of the funding for the proposed storage extension.  Fund raising efforts in the village have started as it is important to demonstrate the village support of the project to the grant providers.

The Chairman thanked Mr Simon Johnson for the considerable time and effort he has put in as the Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator for the village over the past eleven years.  Mr Rod Barrett has agreed to take over this position from June 2012.
Councillor Buckley encouraged everyone to support the “love where you live” village tidy up on April 21 and to support the Jubilee celebrations in the village.

BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Councillor Shepherd provided a written report as he is with the Borough Team at the Best Council of the Year final in London.  The Chairman advised that from April, all the waste and recycling collections will take place on the same day.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Councillor Peter Martin reported that Essex County Council had achieved a zero increase in rates for the fourth year running.  However, the central grant will not continue next year which means the County Council is targeting savings of around £500m if  a zero increase is to be achieved the following year. 
He advised that the Magistrates Court is leaving the Shire Hall in Chelmsford and alternative uses for this iconic building are being investigated
CHARITY REPORT

Mrs Margaret Martin presented the 2011-12 accounts for the Almshouses and advised the meeting that the Butler Educational Trust has small grants available for families in Boreham and Little Baddow and asked for potential recipients.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Hurrell’s Ford.  Mr Malcolm Breeze asked if there were plans to tidy up the ford as the annual clean up in January had been cancelled.
Notice Boards.  Mr Malcolm Breeze asked if there were plans to re-instate a notice board at the south end of the village.  Councillor Ferguson advised that Essex Highways and the Parish Council are actively seeking a site somewhere between Wayside and Fir Tree Lane.
Neighbourhood Watch.  Mr Simon Johnson asked that residents reporting an incident to the Police must get an incident number otherwise it is impossible to follow-up on this incident.

VOTE OF THANKS
The Chairman thanked the councillors and the clerk for their support during the past year, Mr Peter Hodgson as warden of Holybred Wood, Mrs Jackie Rymill as caretaker of the Memorial Hall and the Little Baddow WI for providing the refreshments.

Mr Simon Johnson thanked the Chairman and Councillors for their time and devotion over the past year in improving the village and the community.

The Meeting closed at 9:05pm









Mr Bob Shepherd MBE
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