LITTLE BADDOW PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 2014
The Annual Assembly was preceded by an exhibition of 12 clubs and associations in the village.  Chelmsford City Council Recycling and the Essex Police were also present to answer questions from residents.
The Annual Assembly of the Parish Council was held in the Memorial Hall on Wednesday April 16, 2014 commencing at 7:30pm.  The following members of the Council were present:-

Chairman:  Mr R Shepherd



Mr R Barrett



Mrs M Buckley






Dr N Cooper



Mr K Ferguson






Mr P Irvine



Mr M Richmond



Mr J Robinson


Mr P Willington



Mr R Upward – Parish Clerk

The Chairman welcomed Councillor Trevor Miller, the Mayor Chelmsford who was accompanied by the Mayoress, and representatives of the 12 clubs and associations in the village.  In attendance were County Councillor John Spence CBE, Councillor Ian Wright from Chelmsford City Council, Councillors Mike Wood and Arthur Allen from Danbury Parish Council and Councillor Joanna Symons from Woodham Walter Parish Council.  The total attendance was around 55 people.

Apologies for absence were received from Boreham Parish Council and Mr & Mrs Martin.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

It was proposed by Councillor Ferguson and seconded by Councillor Robinson that the minutes of the last meeting are accepted as a true record of the meeting.  The proposal was carried.
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman introduced the Parish Councillors and Clerk, thanking them for their support during the last year.
He announced that Councillor Rod Barrett had taken over co-ordination of Neighbourhood Watch, Councillor John Robinson is working with a number of young people in the village to establish a Youth Council and the computer training program organized by Councillor Ferguson and Pastor Ryan Sirmons is now fully operational.
The Community Care Group were congratulated on the success of their “drop-in” lunches on Tuesdays at St Andrew’s Rooms with over 30 people attending the previous Tuesday.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT (cont)
The Chairman reported that the hall storage extension had been completed and this has made a huge improvement to the operation of the hall.  He thanked everyone and every organization that had raised over £13,000 towards this project which had enabled grants of £20,000 to be obtained.

PRESENTATION OF PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS
A preliminary and unaudited set of accounts was available at the meeting showing the Council’s income and expenditure during the 2013-14.
CITY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Councillor Shepherd provided a written report.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Councillor John Spence provided a written report.
CHARITY REPORT

Councillor Keith Ferguson gave a short report on the Almshouses at Mount Pleasant and presented the 2013-14 account. 
COMMUNITY AWARDS
Councillor Ferguson announced that the Council wished to recognise residents that had made significant contributions to the village community over many years.  The Mayor presented certificates to Mrs Joan Atkinson, Mrs Wendy Godden and Mrs Harriet Middelboe.
PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION

Councillor Nic Cooper announced that Mrs Karen Latham’s photograph had received most votes and she had been awarded the 2014 Photographic Prize.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
In response to a question regarding the proliferation of potholes, Councillor John Spence advised that additional funding for road repairs has been made available and that Essex Highways would be carrying out extensive pothole repairs this summer, starting with the major roads.
VOTE OF THANKS
The Chairman thanked the members of the clubs and societies that had supported the Exhibitions and the Little Baddow WI for providing the refreshments.

The Chairman thanked the Mayor for supporting the Parish Assembly and three representatives of the Brownies presented a bouquet of flowers to the Mayoress.

The Meeting closed at 7:55pm and the Exhibition continued until 8:45pm
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