
Little Baddow Parish Assembly
Wednesday 15th April 2015 at 6:30pm

At the Memorial Village Hall
North Hill, Little Baddow CM3 4TA

Exhibition & Open Parish Forum

Come and meet your Councillors, Council Officers
and representatives of village organisations

Free refreshments - Licensed Bar available

Unfortunately Councillor Irvine is not included in the above photograph
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LITTLE BADDOW PARISH COUNCIL
ALL PARISHIONERS ARE INvITED TO ATTEND THIS SPECIAL

EvENT WHICH WILL CELEBRATE THE ACHIEvEmENTS Of

yOUR PARISH COUNCIL.

There will be plenty to see and hear plus your opportunity to ask questions during

Public Question Time.

EVENT AGENDA

6.30pm - 7.30pm Exhibition opened by the Chairman.

7.30pm - 8pm 1. Apologies for Absence

2. To approve the minutes of the last meeting

3. matters arising

4. Report by the Chairman

5. financial Report

6. Presentation of Charity Report

7. City Councillor Report

8. County Councillor Report

9. Public Question Time

9pm Chairman to close the event

Rod Barrett 

rodbarrett276@aol.com   226246
Mary Buckley 

mary.cbuckley4@btinternet.com   07818 296957
Nic Cooper 

redholmenicooper@aol.com   224436
Keith Ferguson 

keith.ferguson@kferg.co.uk   07941 181992 
Peter Irvine 

peterirvine264@btinternet.com   07850 610929
Martyn Richmond 

richmondm@philipmorant.essex.sch.uk   225036
John Robinson 

johninhollywood@talktalk.net   224858
Bob Shepherd MBE 

chasecottage@yahoo.co.uk   223709

City Councillors

Christopher Kingsley 

Christopher.Kingsley@chelmsford.gov.uk   223744

Bob Shepherd MBE 

b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk   223709
Ian Wright 

i.wright@chelmsford.gov.uk   226289

County Councillor

John Spence OBE 

Cllr.john.spence@essex.gov.uk   465108

Parish Clerk

Roger Upward 

littlebaddow@yahoo.co.uk   01376 619506

Caretaker

Mrs. Jackie Rymill 

littlebaddowhallbookings@yahoo.co.uk   227816

Parish, City and County Councillors
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Peter Keith Willington

1941-2014
Peter was elected Chairman of the Parish Council in may of

2014, after being my vice Chairman for two years. Sadly less

than 5 months into this role, he was taken ill in October 2014

and died peacefully at home in December.

Peter had been an inspiration in the village taking on many roles

and responsibilities and was truly a person I can only describe

as ‘a very nice person to know’. He was considerate, understanding and had the ability

to conciliate and negotiate as only a senior banker could. He was a person who

devoted his time and loyalty to our village.

Peter’s duties on the Council were obviously ‘finance’ and I know that he was the

Honorary Treasurer of many organisations within our village. He was a member of

our hard working village Hall Committee and was the organiser behind’ Speeding in

our village’ which has hopefully been curtailed somewhat because of Peter’s efforts

and his organisation of the Speed Watch team. Peter was described by his team as a person who had a very professional approach

with a dry sense of humour and kept all the team on their toes.

He was one of the hard working members of the Committee who put together our celebrations in 2012 for the Queen’s Jubilee;

what a wonderful time we all had.

With a personal interest in history, Peter attended the W.E.A classes in the village for many years.

Both Peter and I were members of Essex Cricket Club and Peter was a member of Lords. The photograph above is of Peter with

son James in July of last year in that hallowed place.

Peter had only been our Chairman for a short while but had made an impression on all those who worked with him. He is 

sadly missed.

Paul Jackson 2005-2014
Paul moved to Little Baddow in early 1999 and joined the club to continue his playing career. He became a Committee member in

2000 and was elected Chairman in 2005.

He became interested in ground maintenance and pitch preparation, initially assisting the then groundsman before taking over sole

responsibility in 2005. Injury forced retirement from playing in 2006; he then qualified as an umpire and continued to manage 

the ground.

Under Paul’s management every year since 2004 the ground has been a category winner or awarded a gold standard merit certificate

by the Essex Playing fields Association. In 2009 he managed to obtain grant funding from Essex Community foundation and

Lords Taverners to refurbish the cricket nets, a facility open for all to use. In 2013 he won the Groundsman of the year from the

Essex County Cricket Board Groundsman’s Association, based on independent assessment of the quality of the cricket pitches

during the season.

As Chairman he was instrumental in increasing club membership at junior and senior level through the introduction of a structured

junior coaching programme by a professional coach. The Club now fields 4 (and occasionally 5) senior teams every weekend with

many of the juniors having progressed successfully into senior cricket. The Under 15 team were league champions in the Central

Essex East Division in 2014.

In 2014 the club received Clubmark Accreditation from the England and Wales Cricket Board in partnership with Sport England,

a national benchmark for high quality community cricket clubs which confirms that the club has prioritised junior development

and provides a safe, effective and child-friendly environment.

What a wonderful achievement and although retiring as Chairman I am pleased to say that he will still be involved with the Club

as their ‘Groundsman’.

Community Care
We live in a lovely village and our thanks go to all our caring groups

who selflessly do so much to help our senior residents cope with the

stresses and strains of a modern day society. I know how very much our

residents enjoy their lunches on a Tuesday and on the second  Sunday in

the month with the chance to meet and talk to each other. We are also

very grateful for those who offer their services to transport our

parishioners to events and appointments. I attended the ‘Community

Care’ Christmas Lunch where helpers and guests could relax and enjoy

each other’s company.

Bob Shepherd MBE
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Chairman’s Report
2014 Parish Assembly

Community Awards
The Chairman welcomed Councillor Trevor miller, the mayor of Chelmsford who was accompanied by

the mayoress, and representatives of the 12 clubs and associations in the village. Councillor ferguson

announced that the Council wished to recognise residents who had made significant contributions to the

village community over many years. The mayor presented certificates to mrs Joan Atkinson, mrs Wendy

Godden and mrs Harriet middleboe.

I would also like to thank all the people who attended the evening and provided information about local village activities. I would

also like to thank the Brownies for looking after the mayoral Party.

Essex County Council
County Councillor John Spence OBE has been very supportive during the year and has attended the Parish Assembly and, also a

number of Parish Council meetings for which we thank him.

Village Organisations
The various organisations continue to be very active and enhance the life of the village in many ways. Please continue to support

them in any way possible.

Photographic Competition
At the Parish Assembly 2014 there were 12 photos displayed out of a total of 25 entries during the year. The competition was won

by Karen Latham.

The competition will be judged at the Parish Assembly. I would appreciate feedback from Parishioners as to whether the competition

should continue in the future.

War Memorial
The War memorial Steering Group are actively fund Raising to raise £15,000 to provide memorial

stone plinths on the memorial Arch bearing all the names of Little Baddow Residents killed in both

World Wars and conflicts since. The contact details for members of the Group are as follows:
Christine Day – jockslodge@btinternet.com    Alison Harker – aibharker@gmail.com

Please donate to this important project.

Memorial Hall
We are pleased that the number of hall bookings is increasing. We have three weddings already booked and a new Bridge Club

meeting every Thursday. feedback for the new furniture and equipment storage is excellent.

you will have all received an excellent flier about the Hall and the more local people avail themselves of its facilities the better.

We have also increased advertising on the internet and I think we are already seeing the results of both methods of advertising.

John Sheriff has completed the storage cupboards in the new extension and he has done sterling work on the car park.

We are also looking into re-roofing the main roof, the atrium roof and the various flat roofs and replacing the soffits and cladding

in order to improve insulation and also plan to redecorate internally to improve the décor of the hall.

Please feel free to contact caretaker Jackie Rymill or myself, Dr Nic Cooper, as Chairman of the Hall management Group if you

wish to be shown around.

Planning
Keith ferguson has worked extremely hard on presenting all the Planning Applications. Sadly, he has decided to resign from the

Council and we all thank him for his hard work over the years. However, I am absolutely delighted that he is going to continue to

present the Planning Applications as a Consultant for the future.

I thank many local residents for their interest in the recent Planning Applications and for their attendance and contributions at

Parish Council meetings during the year.

Affordable Housing
We are working closely with our Housing Agency and the City Planning officers and are still hoping to identify possible locations

in the Parish for a small scheme.

Neighbourhood Watch
We are fortunate in having little crime in Little Baddow and Councillor Barrett has an excellent relationship with our local police.

Power Cuts in the Village
The power companies are now being much more pro-active in warning us about possible disruption of the power supply and, I

think, have taken seriously the complaints of village residents.

Film Nights
I thank the Willington and Klaber team for all their hard work on the film Nights and I am so pleased that the films are going to

re-start soon.

my grateful thanks to our Parish Clerk Roger Upward who works assiduously to make sure that we continue to conduct our meetings

in the proper manner. Jackie Rymill, our caretaker, works really hard on keeping our village Hall in a pristine condition. Our Parish

Correspondent Gill Houghton works conscientiously in ensuring that the contents of our meetings appear in the local press. John

Sheriff also deserves thanks for his work on the Cricket Pavilion and the memorial Hall. I would also like to thank all the Councillors

who give up their valuable time to help others in the village.

All in our village have a lot to be thankful for. Nic Cooper 
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Do You Have a Hedge or Trees adjacent to a Public Highway?
you may be unaware that, if you have a hedge, or trees, adjacent to a footway or road then you have direct

legal responsibility for appropriate maintenance.

We have a lot of trees and hedges lining highways in Little Baddow, and while this helps to keep the Parish

looking rural, it brings its own problems.

If your hedge is by a footway, and if the hedge should be allowed to grow over it, pedestrians can be forced

into the road, and of course this can be especially dangerous for children who may have lower road

awareness.

If your hedge is directly by a road, when it overhangs the road this narrows the road, which can cause other

problems of visibility or narrowing of the highway. It is your legal responsibility not to allow this to happen. There are certain

places in the village where this is a particular problem, in some cases where the extent of growth of the hedge is revealed by the

fact that road signs and telegraph poles have become recessed in the hedge, where once they stood in front of it. If you do not keep

your hedge trimmed to the correct level, then a situation may arise where Essex Highways has to come to cut back the hedge, in

which case they are entitled to invoice you for the cost. Please be considerate to others and keep your hedge trimmed back. 

If you own a tree or trees overhanging the public highway, then you also have a legal responsibility to maintain those trees to

ensure public safety. If you are uncertain as to whether any part of a tree might represent a safety hazard, then you are recommended

to take professional advice. If you have taken reasonable steps to ensure ongoing safety of the public, then if something should

happen and you have public liability insurance as part of your property insurance, you will be protected – but if a tree hazard has

been left in place negligently, that protection may not be forthcoming.

Finance Report
This year, we have continued to face additional costs for the memorial Hall, and at the time of writing this we are exploring options

for new roof cladding to give us many more years of rain-proofing and improved insulation, along with other improvements to some

of the windows and the glazed roof in the entrance area which we consider are essential in improving heat insulation. fortunately, we

are experiencing a recovery in income from hall lettings, and we have built some reserves in anticipation of these costs, so – we are

hoping not to be back to fundraising!

We have learned recently that we are required to take over from the City Council the cutting of areas of grass in the village that they

have maintained until now, and as they are not offering any funding support for this, we have found it necessary to increase the precept

to meet the cost. Without this additional cost, we should not have increased the precept at all this year. The increase will amount to

£1140, or 2.98%. This will average out at £1.74 per property per annum.

The budget for 2014/15 is set out below.

2014-15 projected 2015-16 Budget

Income Expend Income Expend

Precept 38306 39446

Hall 19000 23883 19000 25930

Sports 6240 6310 6240 6590

Central 18474 20800

Other 531 13540 575 11935

Total 64077 62207 65261 65255

Little Baddow Online
The main website
for several years the Parish Council has provided and maintained a website all about Little Baddow. In it, you can find all sorts of

useful information, including for example details of planning applications being considered, information about local Clubs and

Societies, a list of “What’s On” events, the local bus timetable…..and so on. you can also view the updated Parish footpath map

(look under “Amenities”).

The new website for The Memorial Hall
Until recently the main website was also the place to read about the memorial Hall, and check availability. However, we have

become increasingly aware that many people in the wider area search for venues on the Internet, and the information we provide

is not enough to meet the need. So we shall soon be launching a new website, linked to the existing site, specifically for the Hall.

On this site, you will be able to view pictures and full details of the Hall, and you will be able to get an estimate of the total cost

after any discounts are taken into account for a Hall booking, if you first answer just a few questions.
And if you don’t use a computer, but would like to –

In conjunction with the United Reform Chapel, we can offer a brief, free, introduction to computers, hands-on, and one-to-one

with a volunteer from the Parish. If you want to be able to look at the Internet, but can’t, or send emails but don’t know how, we

may be able to help. Just give us a phone call to find out more. The telephone number will be published in may when the new

Parish Council has met.
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Footpaths and Traffic
Footpaths - All those using our footpath network have enjoyed some glorious weather this year and thanks to

the vast majority of the landowners we have been able to walk paths without too much difficulty. I would like

to say thank you to landowners, Essex Wildlife Trust and Public Rights of Way for helping us to enjoy our

walks over the past year. In June footpath 12 and footpath70 (on the land south of Little Baddow Hall) were

subject to a ‘Public footpath Diversion Order’. The new routes have now been clearly marked and future

footpath maps’ will also have been amended. There have been some associated problems with the laying of

the new pipe line and reports of missing ‘fingerposts ‘mainly on the western side of our network. Consequently,

in November I arranged a meeting with the PROW Inspector and we carried out a survey of the affected footpaths. A number of

problems were identified; all issues are being dealt with by PROW and hopefully will be resolved soon.

Let’s hope the weather in 2015 is as good 2014 so that we can all enjoy our walking.

Take Care

Community Speed Watch - The ‘volunteer Community Speed Watch Team’ has continued to carry out speed sessions throughout

the year. They receive training and work under strict guidelines. Their aim is to try to reduce the speed of vehicles, make our roads

safer and make drivers aware of the speed limits in the village. They monitor 100 vehicles in each session which normally takes

between 45 minutes to an hour. Drivers who exceed the speed limit are reported to the police who send them a warning letter;

repeat offenders are dealt with more robustly. We now need some extra volunteers. After initial training at 'South Woodham Police

Station' we hold a review meeting once a month and arrange sessions convenient to each member of the team. There is no obligation

to attend any particular session. If any person is interested I can be contacted on 01245226246 where I can explain further and

answer any questions you may have. 

Essex Community Messaging - I would like

to bring to your attention the new service

being offered to the public by Essex Police.

The copy of the circular opposite explains and

is for your information if you wish to sign up.

This is not a replacement for ‘Neighbourhood

Watch’ which is still going strong in the

village. The purpose of this scheme is to

utilise the eyes and ears of the community in

order to prevent crime. Being aware of our

surroundings and reporting anything

suspicious via 999 if urgent or 101 if non-

urgent. I circulate any crime details or

information that may be of interest to us, in

order to receive any useful information in

return which is passed back to the police. If

any person wishes to join Neighbourhood

Watch, please contact me via e-mail at

rodbarrett276@ aol.com and I will add your

details to the contact list.

Rod Barrett

Development in the Village
Little Baddow does not have a target allocated to it for additional housing, and the Parish Council works hard to preserve the

environment of the Parish, and to keep the rural areas rural. In 2014 the Council considered 46 planning applications, and raised

objections in relation to 9. However, the central Government’s National Planning Policy framework has mandated that certain

policies previously applied by our Planning Authority must be modified, and we are seeing some changes as a result. In particular,

where a house is demolished and rebuilt there is now no specific policy limiting the increase in floor areas, and every application

must be considered on its merits in the context of its plot location, size and setting. As a result we continue to see losses in the

stock of smaller houses. Another change has been a relaxation of the policies limiting the conversion of agricultural buildings in

the countryside to residential accommodation.

Of special concern is the proposal within maldon’s Local Development framework to respond to its housing target by proposing

a new development of 1375 houses in South maldon, near to morrisons, and a further 1235 houses in Heybridge. The additional

load of traffic, especially at peak times, that will seek to travel through Danbury and past Eves Corner is admitted to be substantial,

yet the only proposal so far from Essex Highways is either standard traffic lights, or “pre-signals” (essentially traffic lights placed

at some distance from the junction). We have registered the strongest objection to the maldon LDP due to the wholly unacceptable

impact of the proposals on Eves Corner. It should be noted that Chelmsford City Council has also registered concerns for the same

reason and also because of the congestion that will arise at Hatfield Peverel.

Keith Ferguson 
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Citizenship
At the meeting on 10th June 2014 at the Essex Records Office the Outcomes from the initial consultation

survey on Local Bus services were reviewed.

3,372 responses had been received, of which approximately half were electronic copies and half by post.

35% of respondents stated that they considered themselves to have a longstanding illness or disability.

46% of respondents drive and have access to a car, 43% don’t drive and 11% drive but do not have access

to a car on a regular basis.

85.2% of respondents said the bus service went to their preferred destination.

90% of people over 65 used bus services to access shopping/personal business.

Education, training and work were higher in the younger age groups.

75% of respondents agreed with supporting increased fares, given the option of increased fares or 

reduced services.

82.5% of people supported the idea of having more secondary school children travelling on public bus networks to reduce costs.

The highest number of responses came from over 65s and people living in rural areas.

It did cause some amusement when it gradually occurred to everyone that based on these statistics most of the people voting for

the increases would be likely to have a bus pass and would not be paying the increased fares.

The main problems facing the organisation of local bus services are Planned Housing Development and an Ageing Population.

There was a complaint from the representative from first Buses that developers were building narrow roads on large sites in order

to maximise the number of houses. This caused bus drivers problems at turning points and narrow junctions. We were informed

that this was a Planning issue and would be forwarded to the Planning Dept for future consideration.

During recent excavation on the lawn in front of the memorial Hall part of a post was discovered which was suspected to be a part

of a former bus stop sign. After further enquiries this was confirmed and the bus stop has been re-instated.

Litter Pick
Please support the village Litter Pick on Saturday 18th April 2015. The more people we have, the more areas of the village we can

cover. Look out for notices in Little Baddow News and the 'What's On' page on the village Website. Please support this event and

help to keep our village litter free.

Mary Buckley

Wickhay Green Play Area
Wickhay Green Play Area was opened some 4 years ago and has been a popular addition to the village

scene ever since, not only for the swings, roundabout and climbing frame, but for the Zip Wire that has

proved very popular. The adjacent football pitch has had a mixed reception because it is not a full sized

pitch (there is not enough room for one) and it is still basically a grassed area which during this particular

period of the year has been very wet and muddy. The Parish Council are looking to see if there are any

other ways to create a pitch than can be used for football and perhaps other sports, but give a better playing

surface all year round. This is proving to be more involved than at first thought but investigations are

continuing to find out what alternatives are available. When this has been sufficiently researched the council

will deliberate on what those alternatives are and if any of them are suitable for this area.

It is hoped that many children and juniors in the village will continue to enjoy the facilities provided.

John Robinson

National Trust Work in Little Baddow
Extensive work is being undertaken by the National Trust, particularly in Blakes Wood, including some

repair work to the bridges and the replacement of some of them with wide stoned culverts making them

safer to use. There has been work on the muddy paths and rides through the wood. The leaf litter and silt,

covering the worst affected ones, will be removed thus exposing the original surface below. Some much

needed drainage ‘grips’ or small drainage gulleys will be cut in to the wood to take water away from the

rides wherever possible. The car park will also be resurfaced.

There is a forestry Commission felling licence in place to extend the coppicing and to include some other

areas of the wood which have fallen out of cycle since the 1987 storm. It was decided to leave that area of

the wood after the storm for the recovery period so natural regeneration has occurred.

As always, the work will inevitably leave the woods looking quite messy in the short term, but we’re doing it to make an important

difference in the long term, both for access and conservation. We thank everyone for their patience and understanding.

Please look out for our information signs at the car parks and main entrances to all of our sites in Little Baddow.

Peter Irvine
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LITTLE BADDOW DIRECTORY

Little Baddow Open

Gardens

Saturday 23 May

Little Baddow Parish

Council

www.littlebaddow.org.uk

Little Baddow

Memorial Hall

Jackie Rymill

01245-227816

Almshouses
Clerk to the Trust

margaret martin-223624

Bell Ringers
Wendy Godden-223873

Bridge Clubs
Heather Hills

monday evenings

Barbara Osborn-01621 828817

Thursday evenings

Julie/fred Renvoize-258067

memorial Hall

Brownies
Contact: Girl Guides Essex

01376-570464

office@girlguidingessexne.org.uk

Churches
St mary the virgin

John Wheeldon-221352

Lynda ferguson-222575

Roman Catholic Church

fr. Niall Harrington -324138

United Reform Church

Brenda Hooson -222836

Community Bus
Colin Budgey-225434

Eddie Wright-225509

Community Care
Joan Atkinson-226241

Lunch for the Elderly

Tuesday 12.15pm

St. Andrews Rooms

Conservation Society
marie molyneaux-222937

Cricket Club
Paul Churchouse-227426

Drama Club
Sally Lowe-223733

Edward Bear Club &

Eden Café
Ann Poulard-224221

2nd friday 10am

St. Andrews Room

Essex Wildlife Trust Local

Warden
01621-862960

Historical Society
Judith Johnston-223662

History Centre
Andy Coppell-224896

mary Klaber-222910

Holybred Wood Warden
Peter Hodgson-226085

Horticultural Society
Celia Ebrahemi

01245 226382

Memorial Hall Caretaker
Jackie Rymill-227816

Monday Club
Doreen Shepherd-223709

National Trust Local Warden
Dave Williams

07801 591662

Neighbourhood Watch
Rod Barrett-226246

Open Gardens
Peter martin-223624

Open Group
Julie Nisbett-226315

Parish Clerk
Roger Upward-01376 619506

Prayer Fellowship Ecumenical
Elizabeth Bourn-223183

Ann Poulard-224221

Wednesdays 2pm

St. Andrews Room

Ridge Runners
Andrew Ritchings

01621-828056

Scottish Country Dancing
Jan yule-222117

Scouts, Cubs, Beavers
Clive Pretty-225209

Sunday Lunch Club
Jan yule-222117

2nd Sunday

memorial Hall

WEA
Carol Stevens-496300

WI
Shona Rogers-226184

Walkers
John mcCrindle-225270

Robin Kerridge-224208

Willington/Klaber Film Shows
Elizabeth Willington - 224060

memorial Hall
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